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In this age of DNA computers and artificial intelligence, information is becoming disembodied even as the
"bodies" that once carried it vanish into virtuality. While some marvel at these changes, envisioning
consciousness downloaded into a computer or humans "beamed" Star Trek-style, others view them with
horror, seeing monsters brooding in the machines. In How We Became Posthuman, N. Katherine Hayles
separates hype from fact, investigating the fate of embodiment in an information age.

Hayles relates three interwoven stories: how information lost its body, that is, how it came to be
conceptualized as an entity separate from the material forms that carry it; the cultural and technological
construction of the cyborg; and the dismantling of the liberal humanist "subject" in cybernetic discourse,
along with the emergence of the "posthuman."

Ranging widely across the history of technology, cultural studies, and literary criticism, Hayles shows what
had to be erased, forgotten, and elided to conceive of information as a disembodied entity. Thus she moves
from the post-World War II Macy Conferences on cybernetics to the 1952 novel Limbo by cybernetics
aficionado Bernard Wolfe; from the concept of self-making to Philip K. Dick's literary explorations of
hallucination and reality; and from artificial life to postmodern novels exploring the implications of seeing
humans as cybernetic systems.

Although becoming posthuman can be nightmarish, Hayles shows how it can also be liberating. From the
birth of cybernetics to artificial life, How We Became Posthuman provides an indispensable account of how
we arrived in our virtual age, and of where we might go from here.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Larsen:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
These are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this How We Became Posthuman: Virtual
Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics.

James Brecht:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is definitely How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics.

Shannon Lynch:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature,
and Informatics why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Rachel Kaufman:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature,
and Informatics this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book
suitable all of you.
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