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A multidisciplinary study of pre-Columbian South America—centering on the psychoactive plant genus
Anadenanthera

As cultures formed and evolved in pre-Columbian South America, Anadenanthera became one of the most
widely used shamanic inebriants. Anadenanthera: Visionary Plant of Ancient South Americais more than a
comprehensive reference on shamanic visionary substances; it is a useful tool for archeologists and pre-
Columbian art historians. This thorough book examines the ritual and cultural use of Anadenantherafrom
prehistory to the present, along with its botany, chemistry, pharmacol ogy, anthropology, and archeology.

The earliest evidence for the use of psychoactive plantsin South Americais provided by remains of seeds
and pods recovered from archeological sites four millenniaold. Various preparations were derived from it
with the intent of being a shamanic inebriant. Inhaled through the nose, smoked in pipes or as cigars, and
prepared in fermented drinks, Anadenanthera served a central role in the cultural development of indigenous
societies in South America. Anadenanthera: Visionary Plant of Ancient South America explores the full
spectrum of information gleaned from research, covering numerous archeological sitesin the Andean region,
aswell as discussing Amazonian shamanic rituals and lore. Analyses of the artistic expressions within the
decorations of associated ceremonia paraphernalia such as ritual snuffing tubes and snuff trays are included.
Thetext isrichly illustrated with photographs and images of decorated ritual implements, and provides a
comprehensive bibliography.

Anadenanthera: Visionary Plant of Ancient South America explores:

- botanical aspects, taxonomy, and geographical distribution of Anadenanthera

- ethnographical, historical, and traditional aspects of Anadenanthera use

- chemical and pharmacological investigations of the genus and the various visionary preparations derived
from it—with emphasis on the biologically active constituents

- theories of the mechanisms of action of the active tryptamines and carboline alkaloids

- comparisons of wood anatomy, morphology, and percentage of alkaloid content

- evaluation of stylistic and iconographic traits

Anadenanthera: Visionary Plant of Ancient South Americais athorough, useful resource for archeologists,
anthropol ogists, chemists, researchers, pre-Columbian art historians, and any layperson interested in pre-
Columbian art, archeology, or visionary plants.
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From reader reviews:
Danny Chamberland:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which oneis suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstabl e resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Anadenanthera: Visionary Plant of Ancient South
Americaas your daily resource information.

Edna Miller:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside ook likes. Maybe
you answer might be Anadenanthera: Visionary Plant of Ancient South Americawhy because the great cover
that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Sarah Heath:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of timeto read it because all of thistime you only find book that need more time to
be study. Anadenanthera: Visionary Plant of Ancient South America can be your answer given it can be read
by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

John Hill:

The book untitled Anadenanthera: Visionary Plant of Ancient South America contain alot of information on
the idea. The writer explains the girl ideawith easy method. The language is very clear and understandable
all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you
can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
Situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a
nice examine.
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