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John Cage was a man of extraordinary and seemingly limitless talents: musician, inventor, composer, poet.
He became a central figure of the avant-garde early in hislife and remained at that pinnacle until his death in
1992 at the age of eighty. Now award-winning biographer Kenneth Silverman gives us the first
comprehensive life of this remarkable artist. We follow Cage from his Los Angeles childhood—his father
was a successful inventor—through his stay in Paris from 1930 to 1931, where immersion in the burgeoning
new musical and artistic movements triggered an explosion of creativity in him and, after his return to the
States, into his studies with the seminal modern composer Arnold Schoenberg. We see Cage's early
experiments with sound and percussion instruments, and watch as he develops his signature work with
prepared piano, radio static, random noise, and silence. We learn of his many friendships over the years with
other composers, artists, philosophers, and writers; of his early marriage and several lovers, both female and
male; and of his long relationship with choreographer Merce Cunningham, with whom he would collaborate
on radically unusual dances that continue to influence the worlds of both music and dance.

Drawing on interviews with Cage' s contemporaries and friends and on the enormous archive of his letters
and writings, and including photographs, facsimiles of musical scores, and Web links to illustrative sections

of his compositions, Silverman gives us a biography of major significance: arevelatory portrait of one of the
most important cultural figures of the twentieth century.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Jessie Nathan:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Begin Again: A Biography of John Cage.

Eric Ballentine:

In other case, little people like to read book Begin Again: A Biography of John Cage. Y ou can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book Begin Again: A
Biography of John Cage. Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we are able to open abook or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can use
it when you fedl bored stiff to go to the library. Let'slearn.

James K oenig:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Begin
Again: A Biography of John Cage which is having the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's view.

Ralph Wood:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Begin Again: A Biography of John
Cage.
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