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In an era far removed from the African American celebrity athletes of today, Olympic great Jesse Owens
achieved fame by running faster and jumping farther than anyone in the world. Author Jacqueline
Edmondson explores Owens' struggles and hard-earned accomplishments, as well as how he paved the way
for future generations of athletes, including color-line shatterer Jackie Robinson.

It is difficult to imagine a time when African Americans were not part of professional sports in the United
States. So many admired and beloved African-American athletes are national heroes today: Michael Jordan,
Venus and Serena Williams, Tiger Woods, Florence Griffin-Joyner, Shaquille O'Neal, Muhammad Ali, to
name a few. No such celebrity athletes appeared on magazine covers when Jesse Owens was a boy in the
1920s, no African American stars for him to hope to emulate. As the first American in track and field to win
four gold medals in a single Olympic Games, Owens' athletic accomplishments were achieved despite
seemingly insurmountable odds. This insightful biography tells the life story of a boy who grew up in
poverty in the Deep South, won Olympic gold in Hitler's Germany by running faster and jumping farther
than anyone in the world, and achieved fame and sometimes fortune in the midst of the Great Depression and
a nation deeply divided by race.

Yet while Owens broke world records in track and gained attention from the general public, few athletes
could understand his experiences, including the overt racial discrimination he faced-even fewer who
understood the complexities his fame brought. Author Jacqueline Edmondson explores Owens' struggles and
hard-earned accomplishments, as well as how he paved the way for future generations of athletes, including
color line shatterer, Jackie Robinson. A timeline, photos, and extensive bibliography of print and electronic
sources supplement this biography of one of the greatest Olympic athletes in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Williams:

The experience that you get from Jesse Owens: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) could be the more
deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Jesse Owens: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Jesse Owens: A
Biography (Greenwood Biographies) instantly.

Anna Brooks:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Jesse Owens: A
Biography (Greenwood Biographies) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Jesse Owens: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies)is a single of
several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.

Jesus Thresher:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Jesse Owens: A
Biography (Greenwood Biographies) that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only
for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want
to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Jesse Owens: A Biography (Greenwood
Biographies) become your own starter.

Eun Russell:

You can find this Jesse Owens: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds
of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is



most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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