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Throughout his distinguished career, Philip Brett wrote about the music of the Tudor period. He carried out
pathbreaking work on the life and music of William Byrd (c.1540-1623), both as an editor and a historian.
He also studied other composers working during the period, including John Taverner, Thomas Tallis,
Orlando Gibbons, and Thomas Weelkes. Collecting these influential essays together for the first time, this
volume is atribute to Brett’ s agile mind and to hisincomparable skill at synthesizing history and musical
anaysis.

Byrd was a prominent court composer, but also a Catholic. Besides important instrumental music and
English songs, he wrote a great deal of sacred music, some for his Protestant patrons, and some for his fellow
Catholics who celebrated mass in secret. Ranging from the report of Brett’s findings on the Paston
manuscripts, an unpublished round-table paper that he delivered afew months before his untimely death, to
his monograph-length study of Byrd's magnum opus, Gradualia, the essays collected here consider both
sacred and secular music, and vocal and instrumental traditions, providing an intimate glimpse into what was
unique about Byrd and his music. Elegantly written, with the particular brilliance for which Brett was
known, this book opens a fascinating window onto one of the most fruitful periods of English musical
history.
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From reader reviews:
Lewis Labdle

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim aswell as goal; it means
that reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their timeto read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this William Byrd and His Contemporaries. Essays and a Monograph.

Kai Martin:

Book iswritten, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world. Alongside that you
can your reading ability was fluently. A publication William Byrd and His Contemporaries. Essays and a
Monograph will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about
amost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Teresa Hunter:

People livein this new time of lifestyle dways make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will
get great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely sure. Peopleis human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book
you have read is actually William Byrd and His Contemporaries: Essays and a Monograph.

William Lee;

Isit anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This William Byrd and His Contemporaries: Essays
and a Monograph can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these guides
have than the others?
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