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Here, from James Tobin, winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award in biography, is the story of the
greatest comeback in American political history, a saga long buried in half-truth, distortion, and
myth—Franklin Roosevelt’s ten-year climb from paralysis to the White House.

In 1921, at the age of thirty-nine, Roosevelt was the brightest young star in the Democratic Party. One day he
was racing his children around their summer home. Two days later he could not stand up. Hopes of a quick
recovery faded fast. “He’s through,” said allies and enemies alike. Even his family and close friends
misjudged their man, as they and the nation would learn in time.

With a painstaking reexamination of original documents, James Tobin uncovers the twisted chain of
accidents that left FDR paralyzed; he reveals how polio recast Roosevelt’s fateful partnership with his wife,
Eleanor; and he shows that FDR’s true victory was not over paralysis but over the ancient stigma attached to
the disabled. Tobin also explodes the conventional wisdom of recent years—that FDR deceived the public
about his condition. In fact, Roosevelt and his chief aide, Louis Howe, understood that only by displaying
himself as a man who had come back from a knockout punch could FDR erase the perception that had
followed him from childhood—that he was a pampered, too smooth pretty boy without the strength to lead
the nation. As Tobin persuasively argues, FDR became president less in spite of polio than because of polio.

The Man He Became affirms that true character emerges only in crisis and that in the shaping of this great
American leader character was all.
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From reader reviews:

Harry Greene:

The book The Man He Became: How FDR Defied Polio to Win the Presidency will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book The Man He Became: How FDR Defied Polio
to Win the Presidency is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Maria Levine:

The publication with title The Man He Became: How FDR Defied Polio to Win the Presidency includes a lot
of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Michelle Morrow:

You may spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Man He Became: How FDR Defied
Polio to Win the Presidency is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon.
If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read
it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Kenneth Connolly:

This The Man He Became: How FDR Defied Polio to Win the Presidency is brand new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Man He
Became: How FDR Defied Polio to Win the Presidency can be the light food for you because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which
is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them
feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort
for your better life and knowledge.
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