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A brilliantly imaginative, illustrated recreation of an 1890s Los Angeles pocket guide, or "Sporting
Guide," to the brothels of the day.

Los Angeles, 1897, When Vice Ruled The City

Long before the glitz and glamour of Hollywood, Los Angeles was a city where dreamers from all over the
world came to make their fortunes—where a madam named Pearl Morton entertained the most powerful
politicians and entrepreneurs inside her namesake brothel. In a series of haunting, interlinked stories set in
the period, author and filmmaker Liz Goldwyn re-creates a “sporting guide”—a secret diary and guidebook
of the best brothels and prostitutes in the city. In this world a hushed conversation inside a velvet-lined
boudoir could destroy a man, and the rustle of bushes might reveal a sordid assignation. Based on original
research in the libraries and archives of Los Angeles, these fictional stories are often inspired by real
historical characters—like the laudanum-addicted Cora Phillips, whose tombstone Goldwyn rediscovered, or
Bartolo Ballerino, Italian immigrant slumlord of the forgotten red-light district, or thirteen-year-old Frances
dreaming of life beyond the Children’s Orphan Asylum. Interspersed in these stories—and featuring over a
hundred historical photos and illustrations—Goldwyn reveals the history of the period, from the rage for
corsets to crushed pearl powder cosmetics and the awful cures for syphilis. Sporting Guide evokes a lost
world of those on the margins of Los Angeles, of the hustlers who made it into one of the great cities of the
world, and Goldwyn gives a poignant voice to the people and stories forgotten by time.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Davidson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Sporting Guide: Los Angeles, 1897, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Peter White:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
Sporting Guide: Los Angeles, 1897.

Teresa Bradshaw:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Sporting Guide: Los
Angeles, 1897 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes
to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you
could pick Sporting Guide: Los Angeles, 1897 become your current starter.

Rosa Rodriguez:

Beside this specific Sporting Guide: Los Angeles, 1897 in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in
the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Sporting Guide: Los Angeles, 1897 because this book offers to you readable information. Do
you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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