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"Are you afraid of the sun?" Emily Dickinson asked a friend in 1859.

Wendy Barker states here that that apparently casual query reveals a major theme of Dickinson’s poetry, a
theme she shares with women writers ranging from Anne Finch to Anne Sexton. It is a tradition based upon
the inversion of the traditional male-centered metaphors of light and dark. Through time the light-giving sun
has represented vitality, order, God; the light-swallowing night death, chaos, Satan. These metaphors are
reinforced in the writing of Emerson, Thoreau, Hawthorne, and Keats,but Eliot, Brontë, Browning, and
Dickinson use the sun and images of light quite differently.

Barker argues that since light was a masculine tradition, it had come to represent male power, energy,
sexuality—not only to Dickinson but to other women writing during the era. To these writers the inversion of
the light/darkness metaphor became a countertradition used as a means to express their energies in a society
that was hostile to their intelligence. Dickinson, who read avidly, could not have been insensitive to this
usage of light as a masculine symbol—of her Calvinist God, of her father, of all that was male—and of
darkness as a feminine symbol.

Emily Dickinson thought in a richly symbolic manner. Her most frequently used metaphor is one of light in
contrast to darkness, employing single-word references to light more than one thousand times in her 1,775
poems. Barker offers close readings and new interpretations of some previously overlooked or
misunderstood poems and demonstrates that "Many of her most ecstatic images are of little lights created
from darkness." In answer to those critics who have characterized her poems as being piecemeal, Barker
argues that Dickinson’s consistent use of light as a metaphor unifies her poetry.

In her final chapter, Barker explores the ways in which twentieth-century female writers have carried on the
countertradition of the light/darkness metaphor. "That Dickinson was able so brilliantly to transform and
transcend the normative metaphoric patterning of her culture, creating, in effect, a metaphor of her own, has
much to do with the genius of her art."
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From reader reviews:

Sally Oneal:

The ability that you get from Lunacy of Light: Emily Dickinson and the Experience of Metaphor is a more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Lunacy of Light: Emily Dickinson and the
Experience of Metaphor giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough.
This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can
go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Lunacy of
Light: Emily Dickinson and the Experience of Metaphor instantly.

Wayne Millican:

This Lunacy of Light: Emily Dickinson and the Experience of Metaphor usually are reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Lunacy of Light: Emily Dickinson and the
Experience of Metaphor can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Lunacy of Light: Emily Dickinson and the Experience of Metaphor giving you
an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Bonnie Mentzer:

This Lunacy of Light: Emily Dickinson and the Experience of Metaphor is completely new way for you who
has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Lunacy of
Light: Emily Dickinson and the Experience of Metaphor can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Juan Dishon:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is Lunacy of Light: Emily Dickinson and the Experience of Metaphor. This



book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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