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In this provocative book, Stein Ringen argues that the world's democracies are failing to live up to their
ideals--the United States and Great Britain most especially. The core value of democracy, he contends, is
freedom, the freedom to live a good life according to one's own choosing. Yet he shows that democracy's
freedom is on the decline. Citizens are increasingly distrustful of political systems weighted by money, and
they don't participate in political affairs as they once did. Ringen warns of the risks we face if this trend
continues, and puts forth an ambitious proposal for democratic reforms.

The issues that concern him are ones that should concern us all. They include education, poverty, the social
and economic roles of families, the lack of democracy in our economic lives, and the need to rejuvenate
municipal democracy. Along the way, Ringen proposes policy solutions aimed at restoring democracy, such
as universal vouchers for education, substituting the principle of individual insurance for social-welfare
pensions, and rethinking how we measure poverty in rich and poor countries. He calls for the revival of local
democracy, a democratically grounded global economy, and the protection of political democracy from the
transgressions of economic power.

The way to protect democracy is not to cheer it, but to reform it. What Democracy Is For offers a bold
defense of democratic ideals, grounded in real reforms.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Robins:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take What Democracy Is For: On Freedom and Moral Government as the daily
resource information.

Andrea Whitt:

The publication with title What Democracy Is For: On Freedom and Moral Government contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Mae Bushee:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The What
Democracy Is For: On Freedom and Moral Government will give you new experience in reading a book.

Cynthia Kipp:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and What Democracy Is For: On Freedom and
Moral Government or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great
a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science book, any other book likes What Democracy Is For: On Freedom and Moral Government to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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