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One of the most fundamental questions for social scientists involves diffusion events; simply put, how do
ideas spread and why do people embrace them? In Diffusion of Good Government: Social Sector Reforms in
Brazil, Natasha Borges Sugiyama examines why innovations spread across political territories and what
motivates politicians to adopt them. Sugiyama does so from the vantage point of Brazilian politics, a home to
innovative social sector reforms intended to provide the poor with access to state resources. Since the late
1980s, the country has undergone major policy transformations as local governments have gained political,
fiscal, and administrative autonomy. For the poor and other vulnerable groups, local politics holds special
importance: municipal authorities provide essential basic services necessary for their survival, including
social assistance, education, and health care. Brazil, with over 5,000 municipalities with a wide variety of
political cultures and degrees of poverty, thus provides ample opportunities to examine the spread of
innovative programs to assist such groups. Sugiyama delves into the politics of social sector reforms by
examining the motivations for emulating well-regarded programs. To uncover the mechanisms of diffusion,
her analysis contrasts three paradigmatic models for how individuals choose to allocate resources: by
advancing political self-interest to gain electoral victories; by pursuing their ideological commitments for
social justice; or by seeking to demonstrate adherence to the professional norms of their fields. Drawing on a
mixed-method approach that includes extensive field research and statistical analysis on the spread of model
programs in education (especially Bolsa Escola, a school grant program) and health (Programa Saúde da
Família, a family health program), she concludes that ideological convictions and professional norms were
the main reasons why mayors adopted these programs, with electoral incentives playing a negligible role.
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From reader reviews:

Edwin Dulac:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Diffusion of Good Government: Social Sector Reforms in Brazil
(From the Helen Kellogg Institute for International Studies).

Andrew Nixon:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular
Diffusion of Good Government: Social Sector Reforms in Brazil (From the Helen Kellogg Institute for
International Studies) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Edward Suniga:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Diffusion of Good
Government: Social Sector Reforms in Brazil (From the Helen Kellogg Institute for International Studies)
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled Diffusion
of Good Government: Social Sector Reforms in Brazil (From the Helen Kellogg Institute for International
Studies)is a single of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily
to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

John Stevenson:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Diffusion of Good Government: Social
Sector Reforms in Brazil (From the Helen Kellogg Institute for International Studies) is simple to deliver you
can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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