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It is perhaps fitting that the series of volumes comprising The Musician’s Bookshelf should be inaugurated by
the present collection of essays. To the majority of English readers the name of that strange and forceful
personality, Romain Rolland, is known only through his magnificent, intimate record of an artist’s life and
aspirations, embracing ten volumes, Jean-Christophe. This is not the place in which to discuss that
masterpiece. A few biographical facts concerning the author may not, however, be out of place here.

Romain Rolland came very early under the influence of Tolstoy and Wagner and displayed a remarkable
critical faculty. In 1895 (at the age of twenty-nine) we find him awarded the coveted Grand Prix of the
Académie Française for his work Histoire de l’Opéra en Europe avant Lulli et Scarlatti, and in the same year
he sustained, before the faculty of the Sorbonne—where he now occupies the chair of musical criticism—a
remarkable dissertation on The Origin of the Modern Lyrical Drama—his thesis for the Doctorate. This, in
reality, is a vehement protest against the indifference for the Art of Music which, up to that time, had always
been displayed by the University. In 1903 he published a remarkable Life of Beethoven, followed by a Life of
Hugo Wolf in 1905. The present volume, together with its companion, Musiciens d’Autrefois, appeared in
1908. Both form remarkable essays and reveal a consummate and most intimate knowledge of the life and
works of our great contemporaries. A just estimate of a composer’s work is not to be arrived at without a
study of his works and of the conditions under which these were produced. To take, for instance, the case of
but one of the composers treated in this volume, Hector Berlioz. No composer has been so misunderstood, so
vilified as he, simply because those who have written about him, either wilfully or through ignorance, have
grossly misrepresented him.

CLAUDE LANDI.
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From reader reviews:

Marcos Gorman:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Musicians of Today
(Romain Rolland Collection) book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Sharon Self:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a publication. The book Musicians of Today (Romain Rolland Collection) it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly
to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Alan Malbrough:

This Musicians of Today (Romain Rolland Collection) is great reserve for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Musicians of Today (Romain Rolland Collection) in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful
do you still doubt which?

Jessica Rodriguez:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
to you is Musicians of Today (Romain Rolland Collection) this reserve consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The



language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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