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The literature on political machines of American mayors is rich and varied. Essentially undiscovered,
however, is "Orvie," the most flamboyant and original of them all-and, on his home turf, arguably the most
powerful. David L. Good describes the public and private life of Orville L. Hubbard, a man whose
remarkable political career overlapped the terms of seven presidents. Hubbard was mayor of Dearborn,
Michigan, home of the Ford Motor Company, from 1942 to 1978, ranking him as the second-longest-tenured
mayor in U.S. history. He became a model for successful suburban leaders, establishing a reputation for
outstanding municipal services and low taxes-as well as for the most notorious racist rhetoric north of the
Mason-Dixon line. During his reign, Hubbard was compared with nearly all the tyrants of the twentieth
century and some before.

At his peak of some 350 pounds, Orvie was a blimp-shaped dreadnaught who set up a government in exile in
Canada because sheriff's deputies were waiting to arrest him back home; was pictured in the newspapers on
his way to the Republican National Convention disguised in a clown mask; and ordered his fire chief to take
an axe to the office door of Henry Ford II. Acquitted in a federal civil rights case, Hubbard showed his
appreciation to the jury by taking them out to dinner. After the 1967 riots in Detroit, Orvie threatened to
"shoot looters on sight."

Hubbard took over a town-the town run by the American legend Henry Ford-without a traditional party
organization, extensive patronage, or other trappings of a political machine. The "Hubbard machine" was
essentially a one-man operation, consisting of Hubbard himself who prevailed on the sheer force of his
personality.

David L. Good, who reported on Hubbard for eighteen years, bases his book on personal observation, public
and private records, and interviews with Hubbard and family members. Although the book reads like the
stuff of novels, Orvie: The Dictator of Dearborn is a serious study of one of the most controversial figures in
American municipal government.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Eiland:

Often the book Orvie: The Dictator of Dearborn : The Rise and Reign of Orville L. Hubbard (Great Lakes
Books) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Donald White:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be examine. Orvie: The Dictator of Dearborn : The Rise and Reign of Orville L. Hubbard (Great Lakes
Books) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Tom Seaman:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Orvie: The Dictator of Dearborn : The Rise and
Reign of Orville L. Hubbard (Great Lakes Books) can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at
this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have
Orvie: The Dictator of Dearborn : The Rise and Reign of Orville L. Hubbard (Great Lakes Books).

Bradley Sparks:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's soul or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Orvie: The Dictator of Dearborn : The Rise and Reign of Orville L.
Hubbard (Great Lakes Books) can make you sense more interested to read.
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