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Gilgamesh is considered one of the masterpieces of world literature, and although previously there have been
competent scholarly translations of it, until now there has not been a version that is a superlative literary text
in its own right. Acclaimed translator Stephen Mitchell's lithe, muscular rendering allows us to enter an
ancient masterpiece as if for the first time, to see how startlingly beautiful, intelligent, and alive it is. His
insightful introduction provides a historical, spiritual, and cultural context for this ancient epic, showing that
Gilgamesh is more potent and fascinating than ever.

Gilgamesh dates from as early as 1700 BCE -- a thousand years before the Iliad. Lost for almost two
millennia, the eleven clay tablets on which the epic was inscribed were discovered in 1853 in the ruins of
Nineveh, and the text was not deciphered and fully translated until the end of the century. When the great
poet Rainer Maria Rilke first read Gilgamesh in 1916, he was awestruck. "Gilgamesh is stupendous," he
wrote. "I consider it to be among the greatest things that can happen to a person."

The epic is the story of literature's first hero -- the king of Uruk in what is present-day Iraq -- and his journey
of self-discovery. Along the way, Gilgamesh discovers that friendship can bring peace to a whole city, that a
preemptive attack on a monster can have dire consequences, and that wisdom can be found only when the
quest for it is abandoned. In giving voice to grief and the fear of death -- perhaps more powerfully than any
book written after it -- in portraying love and vulnerability and the ego's hopeless striving for immortality,
the epic has become a personal testimony for millions of readers in dozens of languages.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Fan:

Often the book Gilgamesh: A New English Version has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Stacee Stern:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Gilgamesh: A New English Version can give you a lot of
good friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you
to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Gilgamesh: A New English Version.

Mary Crist:

You can get this Gilgamesh: A New English Version by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication
are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

Maria Kim:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Gilgamesh: A New English Version to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about
book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside
that the reserve Gilgamesh: A New English Version can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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