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If Benny Goodman was the "King of Swing," then Fletcher Henderson was the power behind the throne.
Now Jeffrey Magee offers a fascinating account of Henderson's musical career, throwing new light on the
emergence of modern jazz and the world that created it.
Drawing on an unprecedented combination of sources, including sound recordings and hundreds of scores
that have been available only since Goodman's death, Magee illuminates Henderson's musical output, from
his early work as a New York bandleader, to his pivotal role in building the Kingdom of Swing. He shows
how Henderson, standing at the forefront of the New York jazz scene during the 1920s and '30s, assembled
the era's best musicians, simultaneously preserving jazz's distinctiveness and performing popular dance
music that reached a wide audience. Magee reveals how, in Henderson's largely segregated musical world,
black and white musicians worked together to establish jazz, how Henderson's style rose out of
collaborations with many key players, how these players deftly combined improvised and written music, and
how their work negotiated artistic and commercial impulses.
Whether placing Henderson's life in the context of the Harlem Renaissance or describing how the savvy use
of network radio made the Henderson-Goodman style a national standard, Jeffrey Magee brings to life a
monumental musician who helped to shape an era.

"An invaluable survey of Henderson's life and music."
--Don Heckman, Los Angeles Times

"Magee has written an important book, illuminating an era too often reduced to its most familiar names.
Goodman might have been the King of Swing, but Henderson here emerges as that kingdom's chief
architect."
--Boston Globe

"Excellent.... Jazz fans have waited 30 years for a trained musicologist...to evaluate Henderson's strengths
and weaknesses and attempt to place him in the history of American music."
--Will Friedwald, New York Sun
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From reader reviews:

Edward Payne:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Uncrowned King of Swing: Fletcher Henderson and Big
Band Jazz. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important any book The Uncrowned King of Swing: Fletcher Henderson and Big Band Jazz. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Terri Wiggins:

This The Uncrowned King of Swing: Fletcher Henderson and Big Band Jazz book is not really ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. That The Uncrowned King of Swing: Fletcher Henderson and Big Band Jazz
without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always
be worry The Uncrowned King of Swing: Fletcher Henderson and Big Band Jazz can bring if you are and
not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This The Uncrowned King of Swing: Fletcher Henderson and Big Band Jazz having
fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Kathryn Mullins:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Uncrowned King of
Swing: Fletcher Henderson and Big Band Jazz book because this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Piedad Trainor:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this The Uncrowned King of Swing: Fletcher Henderson and Big Band Jazz, you are able to tells your



family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
e-book.
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