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Historian Jacques Pauwels applies a critical, revisionist lens to the First World War, offering readers a fresh
interpretation that challenges mainstream thinking. As Pauwels sees it, war offered benefits to everyone,
across class and national borders.

For European statesmen, a large-scale war could give their countries new colonial territories, important to
growing capitalist economies. For the wealthy and ruling classes, war served as an antidote to social
revolution, encouraging workers to exchange socialism's focus on international solidarity for nationalism's
intense militarism. And for the working classes themselves, war provided an outlet for years of systemic
militarization -- quite simply, they were hardwired to pick up arms, and to do so eagerly.

To Pauwels, the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in June 1914 -- traditionally upheld by historians
as the spark that lit the powder keg -- was not a sufficient cause for war but rather a pretext seized upon by
European powers to unleash the kind of war they had desired. But what Europe's elite did not expect or
predict was some of the war's outcomes: social revolution and Communist Party rule in Russia, plus a wave
of political and social democratic reforms in Western Europe that would have far-reaching consequences.

Reflecting his broad research in the voluminous recent literature about the First World War by historians in
the leading countries involved in the conflict, Jacques Pauwels has produced an account that challenges
readers to rethink their understanding of this key event of twentieth century world history.
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From reader reviews:

Carissa Taylor:

Often the book The Great Class War 1914-1918 has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after reading this article book.

Jordan Sena:

The Great Class War 1914-1918 can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Great Class War 1914-1918 but
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
pondering.

Luis Poole:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around
the world. From the book The Great Class War 1914-1918 we can get more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book The Great Class
War 1914-1918. You can more attractive than now.

Bruce Davis:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book The Great Class War 1914-1918 to make your
own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try
to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and examining
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the guide The
Great Class War 1914-1918 can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of their time.
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