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Historians have long viewed Louisiana as an anomaly in the American judicial system-an eccentric
appendage at the mouth of the Mississippi River. The diverse Creole culture and civilian heritage of the
state's legal system have led many scholars to conclude that it is an anachronism in American law unworthy
of serious attention. Others embrace this tradition and revel in the minutiae of the Pelican State's unique civil
law legacy. In From Chaos to Continuity, Mark F. Fernandez challenges both perspectives. Using the
innovative methods of the New Louisiana Legal History, he offers the first comprehensive analysis of the
role of the courts in the development of Louisianaslegal system and convincingly argues that the state is
actually arepresentative model of American law and justice.

Tracing the rise of Louisiana's system from its earliest colonial originsto its closure during Federal
occupation in 1862, Fernandez describes the introduction of common law after American takeover of the
colony; the chaotic combination of French, Spanish, and Anglo legal traditions; the evolution of that
jurisdiction; the role of the courts-especially the state supreme court-in maintaining the mixture; and the
judge's proper function in administering justice. According to Fernandez, the challenge of integrating two
very different systems of law was not unique to Louisiana. Indeed, most antebellum southern states had legal
systems that incorporated i mportant traditional aspects of their colonial legal ordersto varying degrees.

From Chaos to Continuity liberates Louisiana's legal history from the quirky restraints of the past and allows
scholars and students alike to see the state as an integral part of American legal history.
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From reader reviews:
Katherine Levy:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for usto find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
or even exercise. Well, probably you'll have this From Chaos to Continuity: The Evolution of Louisiana's
Judicial System, 1712--1862.

William Marquis:

What do you consider book? It isjust for students since they are still students or the ideafor all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book From Chaos to Continuity:
The Evolution of Louisiana's Judicial System, 1712--1862. All type of book would you see on many sources.
Y ou can look for the internet options or other social media.

Richard Holeman:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fed it? Do you want to something different to fill your
freetime/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the guide untitled From Chaos to Continuity: The Evolution of Louisiana's Judicial System, 1712--
1862 can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Ronny Baird:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading'sinternal or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics on there.
Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe know that on this era, many
ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this From
Chaos to Continuity: The Evolution of Louisiana's Judicial System, 1712--1862 can make you really feel
more interested to read.
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