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Beginning in the late 1950s political leaders in Venezuela built what they celebrated as Latin America’s most
stable democracy. But outside the staid halls of power, in the gritty barrios of a rapidly urbanizing country,
another politics was rising—unruly, contentious, and clamoring for inclusion.

Based on years of archival and ethnographic research in Venezuela’s largest public housing community,
Barrio Rising delivers the first in-depth history of urban popular politics before the Bolivarian Revolution,
providing crucial context for understanding the democracy that emerged during the presidency of Hugo
Chávez.

In the mid-1950s, a military government bent on modernizing Venezuela razed dozens of slums in the heart
of the capital Caracas, replacing them with massive buildings to house the city’s working poor. The project
remained unfinished when the dictatorship fell on January 23, 1958, and in a matter of days city residents
illegally occupied thousands of apartments, squatted on green spaces, and renamed the neighborhood to
honor the emerging democracy: the 23 de Enero (January 23).

During the next thirty years, through eviction efforts, guerrilla conflict, state violence, internal strife, and
official neglect, inhabitants of el veintitrés learned to use their strategic location and symbolic tie to the
promise of democracy in order to demand a better life. Granting legitimacy to the state through the vote but
protesting its failings with violent street actions when necessary, they laid the foundation for an expansive
understanding of democracy—both radical and electoral—whose features still resonate today.

Blending rich narrative accounts with incisive analyses of urban space, politics, and everyday life, Barrio
Rising offers a sweeping reinterpretation of modern Venezuelan history as seen not by its leaders but by
residents of one of the country’s most distinctive popular neighborhoods.
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From reader reviews:

Alyssa Lewis:

With other case, little people like to read book Barrio Rising: Urban Popular Politics and the Making of
Modern Venezuela. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important any book Barrio Rising: Urban Popular Politics and the Making of Modern
Venezuela. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due
to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's read.

Robert Price:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important normally. The book Barrio Rising: Urban Popular Politics and the Making of
Modern Venezuela ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Barrio Rising: Urban Popular Politics and
the Making of Modern Venezuela is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
with all the book Barrio Rising: Urban Popular Politics and the Making of Modern Venezuela. You never
truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Charles Bock:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Barrio Rising:
Urban Popular Politics and the Making of Modern Venezuela book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Lyle Morales:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book Barrio Rising: Urban Popular Politics and the Making of
Modern Venezuela it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were



holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book features high quality.
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