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For thousands of years, healers have used plants to cure illness. Aspirin, the world's most widely used drug,
is based on compounds originally extracted from the bark of a willow tree, and more than a quarter of
medicines found on pharmacy shelves contain plant compounds. Now Western medicine, faced with health
crises such as AIDS, Alzheimer's disease, and cancer, has begun to look to the healing plants used by
indigenous peoples to develop powerful new medicines. Nowhere is the search more promising than in the
Amazon, the world's largest tropical forest, home to a quarter of all botanical species on this planet—as well
as hundreds of Indian tribes whose medicinal plants have never been studied by Western scientists. In Tales
of a Shaman's Apprentice, ethnobotanist Mark J. Plotkin recounts his travels and studies with some of the
most powerful Amazonian shamans, who taught him the plant lore their tribes have spent thousands of years
gleaning from the rain forest.

For more than a decade, Dr. Plotkin has raced against time to harvest and record new plants before the rain
forests' fragile ecosystems succumb to overdevelopment—and before the Indians abandon their own culture
and learning for the seductive appeal of Western material culture. Tales of a Shaman's Apprentice relates
nine of the author's quests, taking the reader along on a wild odyssey as he participates in healing rituals;
discovers the secret of curare, the lethal arrow poison that kills in minutes; tries the hallucinogenic snuff
epena that enables the Indians to speak with their spirit world; and earns the respect and fellowship of the
mysterious shamans as he proves that he shares both their endurance and their reverence for the rain forest.
Mark Plotkin combines the Darwinian spirit of the great writer-explorers of the nineteenth century—curious,
discursive, and rigorously scientific—with a very modern concern for the erosion of our environment and the
vanishing culture of native peoples.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard Dail:

The book Tales of a Shaman's Apprentice: An Ethnobotanist Searches for New Medicines in the Rain Forest
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Tales of a Shaman's Apprentice: An Ethnobotanist Searches for New Medicines
in the Rain Forest? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Tales of a Shaman's
Apprentice: An Ethnobotanist Searches for New Medicines in the Rain Forest has simple shape but you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

James Williams:

Beside this particular Tales of a Shaman's Apprentice: An Ethnobotanist Searches for New Medicines in the
Rain Forest in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Tales of a Shaman's
Apprentice: An Ethnobotanist Searches for New Medicines in the Rain Forest because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this
book and read it from today!

Irene Delong:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Tales of a Shaman's Apprentice: An Ethnobotanist
Searches for New Medicines in the Rain Forest can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this
one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should
have Tales of a Shaman's Apprentice: An Ethnobotanist Searches for New Medicines in the Rain Forest.

Adriana Cornell:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not



important, boring in addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very
important in your case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Tales of a Shaman's Apprentice: An
Ethnobotanist Searches for New Medicines in the Rain Forest can make you sense more interested to read.
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