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Few scenes capture the American experience so eloquently as that of a lonely train chugging across the
vastness of the Great Plains, or snaking through tortuous high mountain passes. Although this vision was
eclipsed for a time by the rise of air travel and trucking, railroads have enjoyed a rebirth in recent years as
profitable freight carriers.

A fascinating account of the rise, decline, and rebirth of railroads in the United States, John F. Stover's
American Railroads traces their history from the first lines that helped eastern seaports capture western
markets to today's newly revitalized industry. Stover describes the growth of the railroads' monopoly, with
the consequent need for state and federal regulations; relates the vital part played by the railroads during the
Civil War and the two World Wars; and charts the railroads' decline due to the advent of air travel and
trucking during the 1950s.

In two new chapters, Stover recounts the remarkable recovery of the railroads, along with other pivotal
events of the industry's recent history. During the 1960s declining passenger traffic and excessive federal
regulation led to the federally-financed creation of Amtrak to revive passenger service and Conrail to provide
freight service on bankrupt northeastern railroads. The real savior for the railroads, though, proved to be the
Staggers Rail Act of 1980, which brought prosperity to rail freight carriers by substantially deregulating the
industry. By 1995, renewed railroad freight traffic had reached nearly twice its former peak in 1944.

Bringing both a seasoned eye and new insights to bear on one of the most American of industries, Stover has
produced the definitive history of railroads in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Sheryl Hicks:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve American Railroads (The Chicago History of
American Civilization) will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with
you?

Karen Lheureux:

You could spend your free time to see this book this book. This American Railroads (The Chicago History of
American Civilization) is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Harry Cofield:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this American Railroads (The Chicago History of American Civilization) can
make you feel more interested to read.

Carl Vang:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book American Railroads (The Chicago History of American Civilization) we can
acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life
with this book American Railroads (The Chicago History of American Civilization). You can more attractive
than now.
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