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Does rationality, the intellectual bedrock of all science, apply to the study of religion?
Religion, arguably the most subjective area of human behaviour, has particular challenges associated with its
study. Attracting crowd-healers, conjurers, the pious and the prophetic alongside comparativists and sceptics,
it excites opinions and generalizations whilst seldom explicitly staking out the territory for the discussions in
which it partakes. Increasingly, scholars argue that religious study needs to define and critique its own field,
and to distinguish itself from theology and other non-objective disciplines. Yet how can rational techniques
be applied to beliefs and states of mind regarded by some as beyond the scope of human reason? Can these
be made empirically testable, or comparable and replicable within academic communities? Can science
explicate religion without reducing it to mere superstition, or redefine its truth in some empirical but
meaningful way?
Featuring contributions from leading international experts including Donald Wiebe, Roger Trigg and
Michael Pye, Rationality and the Study of Religion gets under the surface of the religious studies discipline
to expose the ideologies beneath. Reopening debate in a neglected yet philosophically significant field, it
questions the role of rationality in religious anthropology, natural history and anti-scientific theologies, with
implications not only for supposedly objective disciplines but for our deepest attitudes to personal
experience.
'Interesting and important. Religion has long been associated with irrationality, both by its defenders and its
critics, and the topic of rationality has been unjustly neglected The book certainly deserves to be widely
circulated.'
Greg Alles, Western Maryland College
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From reader reviews:

Donna Cook:

This book untitled Rationality and the Study of Religion to be one of several books that will best seller in
this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is
no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Wm Schroeder:

The book Rationality and the Study of Religion will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Rationality and the Study of Religion is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

John Lockett:

Rationality and the Study of Religion can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Rationality and the Study of
Religion however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial
imagining.

Paul Evans:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update
of news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, story and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to
spread out your book? Or just searching for the Rationality and the Study of Religion when you required it?
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