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In a public square in Beijing in 1904, multiple murderer Wang Weiqin was executed before a crowd of
onlookers. He was among the last to suffer the extreme punishment known as lingchi. Called by Western
observers “death by a thousand cuts” or “death by slicing,” this penalty was reserved for the very worst
crimes in imperial China.

A unique interdisciplinary history, Death by a Thousand Cuts is the first book to explore the history,
iconography, and legal contexts of Chinese tortures and executions from the tenth century until lingchi’s
abolition in 1905. The authors then turn their attention to an in-depth investigation of “oriental” tortures in
the Western imagination. While early modern Europeans often depicted Chinese institutions as rational,
nineteenth- and twentieth-century readers consumed pictures of lingchi executions as titillating curiosities
and evidence of moral inferiority. By examining these works in light of European conventions associated
with despotic government, Christian martyrdom, and ecstatic suffering, the authors unpack the stereotype of
innate Chinese cruelty and explore the mixture of fascination and revulsion that has long characterized the
West’s encounter with “other” civilizations.

Compelling and thought-provoking, Death by a Thousand Cuts questions the logic by which states justify
tormenting individuals and the varied ways by which human beings have exploited the symbolism of bodily
degradation for political aims.
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From reader reviews:

Thersa Moss:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other
is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Death by a Thousand
Cuts book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Kirk Fonseca:

The e-book untitled Death by a Thousand Cuts is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can
see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of Death by a Thousand Cuts from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Katrina Scofield:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Death by a Thousand Cuts book written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the
book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still question Death by a Thousand Cuts as good book not merely by the cover
but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Miguel Lynch:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Death by a Thousand Cuts was bright colored and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book Death by a Thousand Cuts has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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