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Plants have transformed our planet over the last 470 million years as they invaded the land and diversified
into the astonishing variety we know today. But their influence has reached even further: they have
profoundly moulded the Earth's climate and the evolutionary trajectory of life. Far from being 'silent
witnesses to the passage of time', plants are dynamic components of our world, shaping the environment
throughout history as much as that environment has shaped
them.

In The Emerald Planet, David Beerling puts plants centre stage, revealing the crucial role they have played in
driving global changes in the environment, in recording hidden facets of Earth's history, and in helping us to
predict its future. His account draws together evidence from fossil plants, from experiments with their living
counterparts, and from computer models of the 'Earth System', to illuminate the history of our planet and its
biodiversity. This new approach reveals how
plummeting carbon dioxide levels removed a barrier to the evolution of the leaf; how forests once grew on
Antarctica, how plants played a starring role in allowing spectacular giant insects to thrive in the
Carboniferous; and strengthens fascinating and contentious fossil evidence for an ancient hole in the
ozone layer. Along the way, Beerling introduces a lively cast of pioneering scientists from Victorian times
onwards whose discoveries provided the crucial background to these and the other puzzles.

This new understanding of our planet's past sheds a sobering light on our own climate-changing activities,
and offers clues to what our climatic and ecological futures might look like. There could be no more
important time to take a close look at plants, and to understand the history of the world through the stories
they tell.
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From reader reviews:

Francisco Gentry:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Emerald Planet: How plants
changed Earth's history will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Michael Vines:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Emerald Planet: How plants changed
Earth's history is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Alma Brady:

The particular book The Emerald Planet: How plants changed Earth's history will bring you to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Emerald Planet: How plants changed
Earth's history is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can easier to read the book.

Sean Mills:

This The Emerald Planet: How plants changed Earth's history is completely new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you
onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The
Emerald Planet: How plants changed Earth's history can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who
think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual.
So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.
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