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Looking especially at widows of master craftsmen in early modern Paris, this study provides analysis of the
social and cultural structures that shaped widows' lives as well as their day-to-day experiences. Janine Lanza
examines widows in early modern Paris at every social and economic level, beginning with the late sixteenth
century when changes in royal law curtailed the movement of property within families up to the time of the
French Revolution. The glimpses she gives us of widows running businesses, debating remarriage, and
negotiating marriage contracts offer precious insights into the daily lives of women in this period. Lanza
shows that understanding widows dramatically alters our understanding of gender, not only in terms of how
it was lived in this period but also how historians can use this idea as a category of analysis. Her study also
engages the historiographical issue of business and entrepreneurship, particularly women's participation in
the world of work; and explicitly examines the place of the law in the lived experience of the early modern
period. How did widowed women use their newly acquired legal emancipation? How did they handle their
emotional loss? How did their roles in their families and their communities change? How did they remain
financially solvent without a man in the house? How did they make decisions that had always been made by
the men around them? These questions all touch upon the experience of widows and on the ways women
related to prevalent structures and ideologies in this society. Lanza's study of these women, the ways they
were represented and how they experienced their widowhood, challenges many historical assumptions about
women and their roles with respect to the law, the family, and economic activity.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hollars:

The feeling that you get from From Wives to Widows in Early Modern Paris: Gender, Economy, and Law
(Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) will be the more deep you looking the information that
hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but From Wives to Widows in Early Modern Paris: Gender, Economy, and Law (Women and
Gender in the Early Modern World) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point
in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having that From Wives to Widows in Early Modern Paris: Gender, Economy, and Law
(Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) instantly.

Saul Robinson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this From Wives to Widows in Early Modern
Paris: Gender, Economy, and Law (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) book written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question From Wives to Widows in Early Modern Paris:
Gender, Economy, and Law (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) as good book but not only by
the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its handle,
so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Jessica Kelly:

This From Wives to Widows in Early Modern Paris: Gender, Economy, and Law (Women and Gender in the
Early Modern World) is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you
who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
info accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having From Wives to Widows in
Early Modern Paris: Gender, Economy, and Law (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) in your
hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?



Margaret Phillips:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This From Wives to Widows in Early Modern Paris:
Gender, Economy, and Law (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) can be the answer, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in
this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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